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Visit to La Brenne, central France
Sunday May 31st – Monday June 8th 2015
Proposed programme
The programme for the week will be left as flexible as possible to enable us to make allowances for the weather, the particular needs and interests of the participants.
During the week we would hope to do as many as possible of the following – as you see we are not going to be short of options!
1. Explore the area round the main Chérine Nature Reserve where there are several hides and many different habitats (reedbed, heathland, herb-rich grassland, woodland etc). Also visit the main centre at La Maison de la Nature where there is a beautiful display and a good hide.
2. Visit the Maison du Parc at Le Bouchet, which is the centre of the Parc Naturel Regional. There is a very good display there with slide shows, usually an interesting exhibition in the gallery, a very good shop and a restaurant which does exceptionally delicious ice-creams!
3. Visit Étang Vieux northeast of  Mézières-en-Brenne early in the morning hoping to hear a Bittern booming as well as all the other dawn songbirds.
4. Visit the Forêt de Lancosme to the east, a highly afforested area where we would hope to see different orchids and butterflies and to enjoy the lovely area round the Chapelle de St. Sulpice. It was here that we saw Black Hairstreak and the first Duke of Burgundy to be added to the Brenne list
5. Set up the moth traps on several evenings at La Chérine and go through the moths the following morning before releasing them.
6. Go out in the evening after supper to listen to Nightjars, Grasshopper Warblers, Nightingales and the amazing chorus of frogs and toads, and at the same time hope to see/hear bats.
7. Visit the limestone gorges of the River Creuse to the west of La Brenne where we should get a feast of orchids and butterflies. Also visit the lovely town of Angles-sur-l’Anglin perched on a crag overlooking the Creuse valley.
8. Visit the new lake reserves near Lingé, Étangs La Touche and Purais, where we should hope to see plenty of waterbirds, Marsh Harriers, possibly Little Bitterns, and Marsh Fritillary butterflies. We have worked on the habitats there over the years to encourage the rare Alcon Blue butterfly and although they will not be on the wing yet, it will be interesting to see how the habitat is developing. This is one of the Large Blue species which has a very intimate association with ants.
9. We will visit lakes with colonies of Purple, Night and Grey Herons and Little Egrets, and hopefully get good views of nest activity.
10. The nearby town of Le Blanc has an interesting ‘Eco-Museum’ in the old chateau on the hill above the River Creuse, also some ‘proper’ shops, banks etc. (a wet weather option perhaps!).
11. Common Land at Rosnay belonging to the local council has the most amazing displays of orchids – fingers crossed that we won’t be too late for them, it depends on the season.
12. Visit the species rich calcareous grasslands around Obterre where we should see Military, Spider and other orchids as well as a wonderful array of other wildflowers.
13. Visit the dry causse-like landscape in the west of the area where we have seen a different mix of species.
14. We will also try to track down the elusive Woodland Brown butterfly, Lopinga achine, which is rare and perhaps under-recorded throughout Europe.
15. There are also markets (Mézières on Thursdays), goat farms, fishing enterprises and medieval churches.
16. There is a colony of Bee-eaters nesting fairly close by so we should get good views of them.
17. [bookmark: _GoBack]And much more……


Some species we might hope to see if we are lucky
Great White, Cattle and Little Egrets; Purple, Grey and Night Herons; Little and Greater Bitterns.
Marsh and Montagu’s Harriers; Short-toed Eagle, Honey Buzzard, Dark and Red Kites, Redbacked and possibly Woodchat Shrikes. Bee-Eaters!
Red-crested Pochard, Garganey and many other species of duck
Great Crested, Little and Blacknecked Grebes.
Whiskered and Black Terns
Migrant waders, Black-winged Stilt nesting
Black, Greyheaded (perhaps), Lesser, Middle and Greater Spotted Woodpeckers; Fan-tailed, Savi’s, Grasshopper, Bonelli’s Warblers. Cirl Bunting, Woodlarks, Black Redstarts and lots of other species common here but unusual in the UK.   
Large Chequered Skipper, Marsh, Knapweed, Glanvilles, Heath, False Heath, Small Pearlbordered Fritillaries, possibly Woodland Brown and many more species of butterflies.
Masses of moth species!
Parsley Frog, Agile Frog, Green Tree Frog, Natterjack Toad, Great Crested newt and large numbers of ‘Green Frogs’. European Pond Tortoise, Western Whip Snake, Green and Sand lizards
Many species of Dragon- and Damsel-flies.


Other useful telephone numbers:
Tony Williams Chérine reserve  0033.254.28.11.04  mob: 0033.675.136497. 
Au Boeuf Couronné Hotel, Bernard and France Brossier:  0033. 254. 38.04.39
      

For further information, please visit: www.eucan.org.uk
Contact: Nigel Spring  Tel: 01963.23559  Mobile: 07981.776767 
Email: nigelspring@yahoo.co.uk.
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The aims of 
EuCAN
 CIC are
to
 encourage and facilitate cultural exchange and the exchange of environmental ideas and skills between the 
UK
 and other countries (particularly within the European Union).
to promote practical conservation volunteering both in the 
UK
 and abroad
to
 
promote the conservation of the physical and natural environment by promoting 
biodiversity.
to
 encourage sustainable development in the rural economy through environmentally sensitive farming and food production.
to
 promote the research and development of systems of conservation management and agriculture which are both economically viable and environmentally sustainable.
to
 provide education and training related to these activities and to disseminate relevant information and guidance to the public at large.
www.eucan.org.uk
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