

EuCAN Community Interest Company

EuCAN Residential Training and Reunion weekend 
Springhead Study Centre, Fontmell Magna, Dorset
July 18th – 20th 2014
PROGRAMME
Friday July 18th  
9am – 4.30pm	Brushcutter training course at Lyons Gate Golf Club. Trainer: Guy Measures, Newlands Training. Advance booking essential. Subsidies available for EuCAN trainees and volunteers.
9am – 4.30pm Red Cross basic First Aid course, details to be confirmed. Free for EuCAN volunteers.
The residential weekend at Springhead will begin with tea and cakes between 4.30 and 5.30pm. If you are travelling by car, please aim to arrive between 4 and 5pm. If you are arriving by train, it should be possible to meet you at Gillingham station around 4pm. If you would like to offer a lift to someone, please contact me. For directions, go to http://www.springheadtrust.org.uk/location/  . If you get lost on your way and need to contact me during Friday afternoon/evening, please ring my mobile 07981 776767 or if that fails, The Springhead Trust 01747 811853.

We also think it would be reasonable to ask everyone not regularly involved as EuCAN volunteers to join EuCAN Community Interest Company to take part in the weekend – it is only £10 (£5 if you are unemployed). See http://www.eucan.org.uk/about-us/cic-membership/  .

n.b. This programme for the weekend may be amended to take account of the weather and other factors.

5.30pm    	Introductory walk before supper.
7 pm		Supper. Make sure you tell us in advance of any dietary requirements.
 
8.30pm	Introduction to the weekend. 
	Presentation of photos from some of the activities EuCAN has been involved in over the past year.

If the conditions are good, we will put out the moth traps tonight.

Saturday July 19th    
8am            	Breakfast. You will be able to make yourself a packed lunch after breakfast.

9 am  	Analysis of the moths trapped last night. Moth identification and classification into families.

10.30am	Refreshments. There will be a CAKE AND BOOK SALE at Springhead over the weekend - contributions welcome – all proceeds will help to offset the costs of the weekend! 

From 10.30am we will divide into two groups :
Group 1: Lepidoptera – butterfly identification and surveying – transect recording and other 
monitoring schemes, visiting Fontmell Down Reserve. If the weather and season allow it, we should see 
Dark-green Fritillary, Chalkhill Blues and many other chalk downland species.
Group 2: Chalk downland plants and habitat restoration – a day course with Bryan Edwards, 
Botanist and senior surveyor for the Dorset Environmental Records Centre. We plan to visit a recently 
reinstated area of downland reclaimed from woodland plantation, and, if time, a nearby beech plantation 
where clear-felling and reversion to chalk grassland has been proposed. The aim of the day will be 
familiarize participants with a wide range of chalk downland species and their families and to learn about 
the processes of colonization of new habitats by plants and how this can fit in with habitat management.
Fontmell Down is a superb chalk downland site managed by The Dorset Wildlife Trust and monitored for 
many years by the Dorset branch of Butterfly Conservation.
4.30pm Tea and cake at Springhead.

5.30pm EuCAN Community Interest Company AGM. 
All members are encouraged to attend – non-members are welcome as observers.

7.30 – 11pm  BARN DANCE  with music from Teasing the Cat. all welcome! In Fontmell Magna Village Hall approx. 1.5 miles from Springhead. Licensed bar. Hot supper included in the Barn Dance ticket. Last year’s Barn Dance was the best yet!

Once again we will put out the moth traps at Springhead if the conditions are suitable. 

Sunday July 20th          
7.30am 	We might start the analysis of the moth traps from the previous night before breakfast especially if there are a lot of species!

8am     	Breakfast followed by sandwich making.

9am	Analysis of the moth traps from the previous night .

10am 	Split into two groups as yesterday - coffee and biscuits and introductions first.
Group 1: Bumble Bee Identification, ecology and conservation, a day course with the Bumble Bee 
Conservation Trust’s Data Monitoring officer, Richard Comont. This will consist of an indoor session 
followed by a field visit to look for bees. Richard is also an authority on the parasitoids of butterflies and 
moths. The numbers for this course will be limited.
Group 2. Butterfly identification and monitoring – today we will aim to visit Alners Gorse butterfly 
reserve and the adjacent land at Rooksmoor, west of Springhead in the Blackmore Vale. At this time of 
year there should be a good number of species on the wing including White-letter and Brown Hairstreaks, 
White Admirals, Silver-washed Fritillaries as well as many more common grassland species. We will 
travel there in the EuCAN minibus and return to Springhead in time for -

4 – 4.30pm.	final tea and cake.
We can arrange lifts to the station etc after this – aiming to get to Gillingham station for the 5.21 train to 
the west or the 5.54pm train to London. (times tbc)

Costs: please see booking form for prices, subsidies and concessions.
 
What to bring: 
You never know what the weather might throw at us especially this year, so come prepared for all 
eventualities! Bring waterproof footwear for the outdoor activities. Please bring binoculars, camera and 
[bookmark: _GoBack]handlens if you have them and any butterfly, moth, wildflower or other id books you have.

If you have a collection of photos to illustrate your EuCAN placement or what you are doing/have done or 
are particularly interested in at the moment, could you bring them on a memory stick/disc – there may be 
opportunities to see people’s presentations during the weekend especially if the weather is a problem. But 
limit the presentations to about 20 pictures please!

Bedlinen is supplied but please bring a towel. You will need a lunchbox and a flask for a hot drink if you 
are likely to want one. If you are camping, bring tent, sleeping bag etc. Washing facilities provided.

If you have any special dietary needs that we don’t know about, please let me know before the weekend! 
Please note Springhead has a reputation for their locally sourced, well cooked, healthy food.
 
Contact me if you are prepared to offer anyone a lift so that we can minimize transport costs and carbon 
footprint. 
Best wishes, we are very much looking forward to seeing you on Friday July 18th. Á bientôt, viszontlátásra, do widzenia, na shledanou, see you soon!
Nigel Spring  (01963 23559 or email: nigelspring@yahoo.co.uk )

EuCAN C.I.C.  The EUROPEAN CONSERVATION ACTION NETWORK      www.eucan.org.uk
image1.jpeg




