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Milverton Conservation Volunteers To Build on Successful First Year

The Milverton Conservation Volunteer Group will celebrating a successful first year in operation at a meeting in Milverton on Tuesday 21st January 2014. Members will be congratulated on their efforts so far and will discuss fund-raising and expanding their operations beyond Milverton.

Following its launch the Group has completed six tasks on five sites within the Parish to encourage wildflowers and butterflies. These have included roadside verges, ponds and a local fen that is designated as a Special Area of Conservation under the EU Habitats Directive. 

Results have been spectacular and have drawn praise from local residents and the Parish Council.

The Group has 15 members with ages spanning from 16 to over 65 and an average of 8 have attended each task. 

As well as the sites already being worked on the Group has been invited to carry out work further afield. Wessex Water has asked for help in clearing invasive weeds and a farmer near Watchet is looking for help making hay on a steep flower rich meadow.

Trevor Phelps said “We have been overwhelmed by the commitment and enthusiasm of local people to helping their local environment.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gwil Wren added 'The establishment of the group has been a resounding success which we need to build on. The task for 2014 is to consolidate our work so far and become a sustainable group that can make a real difference. This will involve new members, new projects and crucially fund-raising.’ 
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