An update on recent funding applications and successes
We have applied for the following grants:

1. Leonardo da Vinci Mobility funding for entomological surveying visits to Fertő-Hanság National Park in western Hungary and the Csik area of Transylvania (decision time: May 2012).

2. Grundtvig Partnerships funding to run a series of workshops to share expertise and experience leading to the establishment of a conservation volunteering infrastructure in the partner areas - Fertő-Hanság National Park, Ždánice in the Czech Republic, CMok in eastern Poland, the Ligue pour la Protection des Oiseaux in La Brenne in central France and the town council of Benia de Onís in northern Spain. (Decision time: June 2012)
3. Leonardo da Vinci Partnerships funding to share expertise and experience in the conservation management and sustainable farming practices in the UK and three partner areas: CMok in eastern Poland, the agricultural college in Benia de Onís in Spain and the Csik area of Romania where our partner is the Pogány-havas Microregional Association. (Decision time: June 2012)

4. We have applied to Lush, the cosmetics company, for funding for a conservation project in the Cerne valley in Dorset, working with young people in recovery from mental health problems.
We have been awarded a grant of £1000 by The Ernest Cook Trust towards the Lepidoptera and botanical training courses we are running this summer.

We have just completed a contract for Butterfly Conservation in Neroche Forest in Somerset to clear nearly one hectare of sallows and other scrub and to retrieve the wet grassland which we hope will be the suitable habitat for the Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary butterfly. A team of 6 chainsaw operators and 8 stackers contributed a total of 65 man-days to finish the job on time. We are very happy with the way our first major contract has worked out – we are waiting for the next ones now…

