[image: image1.png]hrofimy |
okradia
OK



               [image: image2.png]


                 [image: image3.png]2 A,

POGANY-HAVAS
KISTERSEG



                [image: image4.png]


               [image: image5.png]


    [image: image6.png]


    [image: image7.png]ngcombe Centre



     [image: image8.png]—\-(L/

Education and Culture

Leonardo da Vinci



       [image: image9.jpg]]

FUNDATIA

ADEPT



  [image: image10.jpg]N
@ UICN | Miembro

% .
FUNDACION ]
PARA LA CONSERVACION
DEL QUEBRANTAHUESOS



            

EuCAN visit to Romania July 7th – 30th 2011
Itinerary

Thursday 7th July                    

The group met in London and began the journey by train from London St Pancras to Debrecen in eastern Hungary.

Friday 8th July
The group was met at Debrecen railway station at 4.30pm by Nigel and Kathy and the minibus, with Gabor Sramko our Hungarian botanist friend. sramkog@puma.unideb.hu . We drove to Hortobagy village and set up our tents at the camp site. We walked to the village Fogado to have supper of fine beef pörkolt, enjoying the white storks on their nests and the frogs in the ditches on the way. Gabor stayed the night and returned to Debrecen in the morning.
Saturday 9th July.
We drove into the village and visited the Hortobagy National Park information centre. Then drove to the fish pond area at Halastó where the little train starts and walked up the track finding a huge range of different wildlife. We found a tower hide that allowed us to see over some open water and get a better idea of the size of the place. It was very hot and we had a picnic in the shade of the information centre.
We went on to find the Bee-eater colony in a small sand cliff just beside the main road where we also bought sheep cheese from a local trader. We carried on to the second camp at Patkos Csarda site to check it out for use on our return and had a refreshing drink. patkoscsarda@gmail.com 
We had supper in the same place in Hortobagy.

Sunday 10th July.
We packed up the camping gear after breakfast and drove to Debrecen where we met Janos Toth (acutiformis@yahoo.com ) and Judit and Gabor and Isabella who accompanied us to Transilvania. We drove to Sancraiu (Kalotaszentkirály) stopping at 2 places along the way and enjoyed a picnic lunch beside the river near Bucea .We  arrived and eventually found the guest house which was also the prayer house, but comfortable all the same. There were no eating or cooking facilities anywhere to be seen, so dinner was a bit of a mystery, resolved by Gabor and Isabella while we enjoyed a beer in the local bar. We had supper in a beautiful converted barn belonging to a Rural Tourism business coincidentally called Da Vincze Tours! Supper was followed by fantastic local dancing led by Gabor. davincze@clicknet.ro 
Monday 11th July
After breakfast in the splendid barn we departed at 10.30am. We stopped for lunch at a road side café which Gabor recommended for its grilled sausages (mici). Quite good! We had another brief stop at a spring near Turda where we filled some water bottles. It was cold refreshing water.
We arrived at Csík Pálfalva before 6.00pm and found the Rose Guesthouse, run by Magda our host for the next four nights. petermagda64@yahoo.com . We drove to supper in the next village called Csíkdelne where Barbara Knowles lives. barbara.knowles@yahoo.co.uk . We had a delicious meal after which Gergely Rodics  office@poganyhavas.ro  gave a brief introduction to their organization followed by dancing led again by Gabor and Isabella.

We put the moth trap out at the guest house.

Tuesday 12th July
After Magda’s fine breakfast and going through the moth trap, we drove out to the Torda valley where we surveyed the Sanguisorba meadows for Maculinea and Coppers. Gabor helped us with plant identification and Janos, Judit and Csaba Vizauer (vizauercsaba@gmail.com ), a local entomologist, helped us with the butterflies and other insects. We met Laci there ( domedve@gmail.com ) with the botanist Anneka who was looking at grassland quadrats. We had a picnic lunch at Barbara’s house while the thunder passed, then went to the fields along the Somlyó river looking at the general vegetation and recording the butterflies. We had to hide from another thunderstorm there and recorded yet another Woodland Brown, Lopinga achine, under the conifer trees we were using as a shelter.  . 
We rode in the hay cart behind a horse to supper at Barbara’s and had more dancing. We walked back listening to the corncrakes.

Wednesday13th July
We left for work up the Paloş stream at 9.30am having bought the picnic lunch from the village shop. The wildlife was fantastic as we drove up the valley just above the reservoir. We recorded butterflies and plants and as many other invertebrates as we could. It was great to have our Hungarian friends with us but sadly Gabor and Isabella had to leave at lunchtime. We returned to the Rose Guest house at 5.30 and went to supper at Barbara’s at 7.00.  A neighbour had bought a scythe round and we had a go at cutting the grass. We met Tom, an english agricultural student working for three months on local farms. Laci gave us a slide show about the area and what the organization was trying to achieve. We left the moth trap in Barbara’s garden and put the second light and some small mammal traps out at the Rose Guest House.
Thursday 14th July
We looked at the moths and mammals and after breakfast drove to the Paloş stream valley where we met Laci and were interviewed by a journalist from Duna TV – the TV channel for Hungarian speakers in Romania and also in Hungary. We later met a friend in northern Hungary who had seen the piece on his TV (to his amazement!). We had another fantastic day recording butterflies and flowers and everyone gained confidence in identification. Barbara and Gergely joined us for a picnic lunch in the valley surrounded by clouds of butterflies. After lunch, we climbed to the top of the ridge and had beautiful panoramic views with plenty of evidence of bears. It was here that Janos saw his very first Marsh Fritillary!
We collected Sophie who had been making a film around Barbara’s village and went home .At supper we presented Wilma the cook with a huge bunch of flowers because she had looked after us so well. Nigel and Steve gave a presentation of EuCAN activities over the last four years.

Friday 15th July
We packed up and left the Rose Guest house at 10.30. We went to the Pogány Havas mountain with Laci and walked up it after buying honey from one of the stalls beside the road. The wildlife was amazing and the views from the top breathtaking. We had a picnic near the van and bought fresh chimney cake.
We arrived at Áldomáspataka in Gyimes-Bukk at 4.30 and were delighted by the surroundings. Our host, Atilla Sarig, (Email: contact@aldomas.ro . Website: www.aldomas.ro ) found some scythes and rakes for us and we cut a small field for hay before supper. The moth trap was put in the garden.

Saturday 16th July
After breakfast and a session with the moths, we walked up the valley following the stream and recorded the butterflies we identified in the hay fields. The thunder was looming as we had our lunch picnic in the shelter of Atilla’s covered tables, so later we collected all the hay and stored it in the small barn in the field.
Nigel took Janos and Judit to the train station at Csíkszereda.
The thunder storm broke in the early evening while the folk dancers and local musicians performed for us, including Atilla’s father playing a Gardon. The hail stones, bigger than marbles, added to the atmosphere and excitement. 
Sunday 17th July
We were ready to leave with Atilla at 5.00am to see the cows being milked. We walked up the valley for about half an hour to the summer pastures and found the family there still asleep! We watched the milking and then the different processes that changed the milk into two sorts of cheese.

After breakfast we went to the market in Palánka which seemed to have everything including Scythes, vegetables, chainsaws, piglets and chicken food, as well as an incredible amount of second hand clothing.
We met Laci at the house of the ethnobotanist Zsolt Molnar in the Hidegseg valley, where we had a picnic lunch and Barbara and Gergely arrived with their American insect pathologist friend Betty. We walked up the hill with Zsolt who gave us a fascinating talk about the botanical succession and the folklore of the area. (molnar@botanika.hu )
Supper at Atilla’s after which Atilla showed his Paragliding films, which were amazing.

Monday 18th July
Sadly we packed and left this beautiful place saying goodbye to Atilla and his family. We reached Barbara’s house where the journalist was waiting and we did another short interview. We left there at 12.00 and after a picnic en route we arrived at Saschiz at 4.30. We stopped at the tourist office to get directions for the guest house. It was only a kilometre up the road - Violeta’s Guesthouse is on the incredibly busy main E60 European road. Razvan one of the Adept staff came to meet us and stayed for supper.
Tuesday 19th July
Razvan arrived with Jacky and Tibi (Tibor Hartel: asobeka@gmail.com ) , and Professor Rakosy. Graham and Cat went with the professor while the rest of us went with Tibi to the valley between Bunesţi and Viscri to record butterflies in the abandoned hay fields and on the steep slopes of the tumps. 
Tibi works for the Mihai Eminescu Trust (http://www.mihaieminescutrust.org/content/nd_standard.asp?n=82 ).

After lunch we drove to an area of wood pasture that was heavily grazed by cattle. There was an old charcoal burner there being visited by a tour group from Explore.
We had supper early and went to Sighisoara to meet up with Jacki and Tibi for a drink.
Put moth trap out at Violeta’s Guest house.
Wednesday 20th July
We went through the moth trap early then after breakfast drove to Sighisoara to meet Jacky and Tibi then followed them to Apold. We did field work in 2 groups in the fields beyond the village, one looking for Sanguisorba meadows (which didn’t exist) and the other looking at the abandoned arable land and high tumps. We bought picnic lunch in the shop and drove towards Vulcan. We found a picnic spot, then went on to the hills of Padurea Dol. We surveyed the slopes and found both Maculinea alcon rebeli and Maculinea arion. We got back to Saschiz at 5.00 in time for a meeting with Adept in their office. Lenke (lenke@fundatia-adept.org )and Razvan explained about the project and their roles in it.  www.fundatia-adept.org 
Supper at 7.30 at Violeta’s followed by traditional dancing with the local troop that included our hosts’ elder daughter Diana. We all joined in and another thunderstorm raged. 
Andras Szabadfalvi arrived.( a.szabadfalvi@mail.datanet.hu )
Thursday 21st July
A damp start so a good time to check some of the moths left unidentified from the previous trapping. We collected the field work results and designed survey forms. When the weather cleared we drove to Saschiz, shopped for lunch and after the picnic with the usual obligatory very hungry dog, walked up to the castle and through the woods. We checked access for a site for overnight moth trapping and recorded the butterflies we saw. Later we walked to the gipsy end of Saschiz and went up to the wood pasture above the forest NW of the village.
Graham and Andras had a very successful but sleepless moth trapping session camping by the castle overnight.

Friday 22nd July
We looked at the moths then went to Sighosoara for a morning of sightseeing in the old town. We eventually found the food market with too many begging gipsies and bought food for lunch. We tried to find the Nature Reserve outside the town that Jacki had recommended but the signs were not at all welcoming so we drove to the next valley and had a picnic on the way to Cris, accompanied by another, even thinner, dog. At Cris by lucky coincidence we found the fortified manor, surrounded by fence with ‘keep out’ signs. But it was open, with the owner the heir to the huge Bethlen estate awaiting a coach load of Unitarian Church tourists from Hungary and the USA. Andras talked his way in and we were able to explore the amazing buildings and to get an insight into the history and the political events that had caused this magnificent building to fall into such a state of disrepair. We explored the village, made memorable by a rather charming small gipsy child.
Back for supper and put out a moth trap and the mammal traps.

Saturday 23rd July
Looked at moths and Emma was pleased to have caught striped mice and a vole. We went to Crit and on through the village to the Sanguisorba meadows that Graham and Cat had seen with Prof Rakosy. Along the track we found a family of Hungarian charcoal burners whom Andras introduced us to and arranged to camp with them with the moth trap. We walked through the woods and found fantastic numbers of butterflies including many Pallas’s Fritillaries. Reached the meadows and had a picnic before spreading out to survey the area.
Coming back we saw a Camberwell Beauty on the track.

We drove to Viscri and visited the fortified church and tourist shop and had a drink at the bar.

Sunday 24th July
After the moths and mammals, we drove through Sighisoara to Medias, where we walked through the deserted streets of the old town on a Sunday, were entertained by a Romanian bikers’ wedding and bought coffee and cakes at a coffee house. After doing some shopping for a picnic at the Penny Markt, we took the picturesque but long route back to Saschiz stopping off for lunch in a lovely valley south of Medias, off the road to Nemşa. After lunch we surveyed the slopes and damp land where we found a number of good butterfly species and Mike found his giant Wolf Spider.. The long bumpy drive back passed through Moşna which has a very fine fortified church, and past some more Sanguisorba meadows which Andras searched unsuccessfully for Maculineas.
On our arrival back at the Guesthouse we were treated to a wonderful display of Romanian folk dancing in full costume by Diana’s dance group.

After supper 4 people went with Andras to camp at the charcoal burners’ site with the moth trap and mammal traps.
Monday 25th July
At 6am we left to drive to the charcoal burners’camp. We arrived to look at the moths and Emma’s mammals. They then lit the charcoal pile. There were some stunning moths and Emma had caught a pigmy shrew. After breakfast, we drove to Cloaşterf nearby and walked up the valleys beyond the village, dividing into two groups to be able to cover both areas. Some very nice abandoned fields. 
We had lunch at Saschiz and met John Akeroyd. We went with him to the terraces above Mihai Viteazu, but these were not as rich as some of the other places we have visited.
Later in the afternoon we visited the food processing room that Adept set up and Lenke told us something about the project.

We had a table tennis tournament after supper which Andras won (though there are some who would say he cheated!).
Tuesday 26th July
A damp morning so we had time to look at some of the moths caught on Monday night and Emma had her mammal traps to check. We finished collecting the survey results and putting the data on recording forms. Around mid-morning we left to visit the shepherds at Viscri. Luce (Stanciu Cornel:  cornel@fundatia-adept.org ) met us in the village and said it was just a brisk walk over the hill to the shepherds’ huts. The sky looked very threatening but we happily strode off, following the trail of the 4 wheel drive. After several hills we found the shepherds and watched the milking as the thunder got closer. When the rain hurtled down we sheltered in their huts and sampled new sheeps’ milk cheeses. In the afternoon, we had a picnic lunch in Viscri and then visited the tumps opposite our guest house, parking beside the timber and log enterprise owned by the mayor (our host, Violeta’s husband). One of the highlights of the visit to the tumps was the extraordinary giant all-female carnivorous bush-cricket called Saga pedo.  
Supper was goulash that had been cooked outside over a fire, and several of the Adept staff joined us.

Wednesday 27th July
We were packed and ready to go after final photographs at 10.30. We called into the Adept office to say farewell. Andras went ahead and met us later. We stopped for lunch at a roadside café at Campia Turzii where we had tasty if rather long-awaited pizzas. We got back to Sancraiu (Kalotaszentkirály) at 4.30 where we stayed at the same guest house and Andras was waiting for us. He took some of us shopping in Korosfo past Huedin where he introduced us to an interesting old woman with an extraordinary collection of saleable heirlooms. Huedin was the place with the gipsy palaces with incredible roofs built by the Gabor gypsies. We returned in time to see the cows and water buffalo coming back into the village. Supper at the ‘barn’ was excellent but we missed Gabor and Isabella’s dancing..
Thursday 28th July
Andras left early and we were sad to say goodbye to him. We left at 10.30am and had time for a walk up the valley between Bulz and Remeti just south of the King’s Pass and stopped for lunch at a roadside restaurant just beyond the King’s Pass. We drove back to Hortobagy via Debrecen where we met Janos who came with us to buy the train tickets needed for the journey to Budapest. We stopped briefly for a final shopping spree from the gipsies of Hortobagy then went to Patkos Csarda where we stayed in a cabin for the last night and had delicious Danube Catfish stew for supper.

Friday 29th July
All packed and ready to go at 9.00am. We arrived at Debrecen train station with plenty of time and the group began their journey home via Budapest, Vienna, Koln and Brussels, arriving back in St Pancras station around 7.30 on the evening of Saturday 30th.
Nigel and Kathy drove home in the minibus, stopping for two nights in Aggtelek National Park in northern Hungary, three nights in Moravia in eastern Czech Republic and two nights at campsites in Germany, arriving home a week later on Friday August 5th.
Kathy Henderson August 8th 2011
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